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Nikki was nice enough to send me her pledge book and her
scrapbook. Once | received it in June, | gave her a call and we had a
wonderful conversation about Otterbein and Tau Epsilon Mu.

We talked about her time in TEM. She pledged in 1967/1968. Her
active was Linda Zimmerman.

She shared with me that the Novelty Party was a South Pacific
theme and the party favor was a gold fish in a bowl. She said the Final
Party was more serious and it was held at the alumni advisor’s house.

During pledging, she went on Coke Dates with fraternity guys,
dinner dates with all the actives, got signatures from all the campus
presidents, and she remembers doing a skit for the actives.

One organization on campus that she
remembers very well was Angel Flight. Talisman
sisters were very involved in this and were
voted in by the ROTC guys. They practiced
marching and doing drills and were in parades
at Otterbein and had drill meets at other
colleges. They did service projects such as
making and selling peanut butter and jelly
sandwiches, and the proceeds went to the
Heart Association. They also collected and sent
books to the soldiers during the Vietnam War.
Talisman girls were very busy on campus.
These school newspaper clippings were part of
Nikki’s scrapbook and | wanted to include
them.

Kathy Dietz with banner leads Angel Flight Drill Team.




After Otterbein, in 1972, Nikki went to the Soviet Union and London to participant in the
study of elementary schools as part of her graduate work. This was an experience she
will never forget.

Nikki was married in 1976 and had 2 daughters. She taught K, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd grades for
28 years in the Pittsburgh/Monroeville Pennsylvania area. She retired in 1999. She enjoys
spending time with her 6 grandchildren.

She did want to mention 4 Talisman sisters who were such special friends to her and
also a great help to her during her years at Otterbein. Those sisters are Marlene Lansman
Deringer, Kay Brinkman Keller, Linda Zimmerman, and Sally Norton Nisley.
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